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January Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

 

The 07 Jan 2020 meeting will be at the beautiful Bluewater Grill on Wrightsville Beach beginning 

at 1130 hours.  Our luncheon is priced at $20 including the entrée of your choice, soft beverages, 

coffee, tea and cookies for dessert.  Cocktails, wine and beer are available for purchase.  Payment 

and entrée selection is made at check-in using cash, check or credit card.  

Your Program Chair is always interested in comments about menu item and can make menu 

changes where appropriate. 

 

 Entrée Choices 

 Beer Battered Atlantic Cod Sandwich on a Toasted Brioche (with malt vinegar slaw) 

 Greek Salad with Chicken 

 Chicken Salad Croissant with Pasta 

 Bluewater Cheeseburger with French Fries 

 

Our program will feature Holly Grange, State Representative District 20, NC House and a West 

Point Graduate.  Holly will comment on legislative issues in both Raleigh and Washington affect-

ing the Military.  In addition she will install our new MOAA Chapter Officers for the 2020- 

2022 period. 

 

 

Upcoming Programs for 2020 

 

04 Feb  BG Rob Cooley, USA, Commanding General 353rd Civil Affairs Command 

  (MOAA member, Owner Apple Annie’s) 

03 Mar  Lt. Gen. “Boomer” Milstead, USMC (Ret), 40 years of service USMC, 

  MOAA member 

07 Apr  TBD 

04 May “Southern” meeting, Island Way Restaurant, Oak Island 

05 Jun  Annual “Pig Pickin” and presentation of Scholarships – Hugh McRae Park 

 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 03 January, to JoAnn Doleman via email:                                   

jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-8459. 

 

December Holiday Program – Photo by Chapter President, Ken Klassen 

 

mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com
mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com


   

 

 

 
 

Our December program featured a brief business meeting to approve by-law changes outlined in 

the December Newsletter. Afterwards, we were treated to a wonderful program of A Capella hol-

iday music by Wilmington’s own Harmony Belles.  

 

Message from Chapter President, Ken Klassen to SENCLAND Members: 

 

As my last input for the Sentinel as Chapter President, I want to salute all of you for your sup-

port, active participation, attendance at meetings and words of encouragement during the last two 

years. It has been a privilege to represent our respected and award winning Chapter. I assure you, 

that you have elected a superb team of officers with BG Jim Carper, USA (Ret) as President. 

Please plan to attend the installation ceremony at the monthly luncheon on January 7, 2020 at the 

Bluewater Restaurant in Wrightsville Beach. 

 

Our mission statement is founded on the goal of support for Veterans in our community.  In De-

cember, we distributed over $8000 to veteran students at Brunswick and Cape Fear Community 

Colleges, plus UNCW.  Thanks to your generous donations, you made a positive impact on 

younger veterans completing their educational goals in southeastern NC. Presentations were 

done on Dec. 4-5 at three locations. Thanks are in order to COL Chrissy Sanford, USA (Ret) and 

the Veterans Scholarship Committee for making it happen. You made eleven veterans and fami-

lies very happy.   

 

So, thanks again for your participation and support.  I plan to remain active in the Chapter as the 

Webmaster of www.sencland.org and in other areas as needed to keep us moving forward. Wish-

ing you a Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

 

Kenneth W. Klassen, Outgoing President 

SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA            

 

 

http://www.sencland.org/


   

 

 

Happy Birthday to National Guard! 

 

December 19th was the 383rd Birthday of the National Guard. Since the birth of our Nation thru 

today the men and women of the National Guard have answered their Nation's call for its defense 

during times of war and assistance and recovery in times of natural disasters.  

 

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, First Vice President 

 

SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our 

Chapter Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using: 

  https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com 

 

Orders placed usually take 2 weeks to ship. A flat rate of $7.95 is charged for shipping. 

You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 

Marstellar Street in Wilmington. To save on shipping, call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 

after you have placed your order online, give them the order number, and tell them you 

want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you when 

ready for pickup. 

 

SPECIAL SALES: Queensboro periodically offers special sales for the SENCLAND 

Store; many of these have short time periods or expiration dates. Information on these spe-

cials will be sent out by email to all SENCLAND members as soon as received. 

 

If you have a problem, call Queensboro at (800) 847-4478 or email Jim at 

jimcarper@ec.rr.com or call 910-262-7101. 

 

 

Legislative Affairs January 2020 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 
Happy New Year!  I hope 2020 is a good year for all SENCLAND Chapter members.  2020 is a big 

election year including President, national and state Senators and Representatives and county offi-

cials. It’s never too early to start your research on the candidates so you can make informed decisions 

in November.   

 

There is happy legislative news to go along with the New Year!! On 17 December 2019, the Sen-

ate passed the final version of the 2020 Defense Authorization Bill, previously passed by the House 

on 11 December, and sent it to the President for signature.  When enacted, the 2020 National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) includes most of MOAA’s legislative priorities for this year: a 3.1% pay 

raise for active duty personnel; no new TRICARE fees; delay of cuts of 18,000 military medical per-

sonnel pending further analysis; military housing improvements. Of special note it also finally in-

cludes repeal of the SBP-DIC offset, or “Widows’ Tax”. This repeal was the direct result of a strong 

MOAA-led lobbying campaign over many years.  I would like to thank all of the SENCLAND chap-

ter members who contacted their elected officials in both Houses of Congress in support of this long-

overdue legislation. A special thanks to Sandi Adams and the Surviving Spouses committee who 

were especially active in bringing this repeal to fruition. This is a good example of how MOAA at 

the national level and thousands of chapter members across the country can make their voices heard 

https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com/


   

 

 

to influence important legislation. Well done! While passage of the “Widows’ Tax” repeal law is an 

important first step, we may want to temper our enthusiasm a little bit. That’s because, like most 

things in Congress, this legislation comes with significant compromises. First, the repeal is not effec-

tive until 1 January 2021. Presumably, this one-year delay is to give DOD and DVA time to prepare 

implementation plans and for the various agencies and Appropriations Committees to determine a 

way to fund it. The NDAA does not stipulate a funding source, but does prohibit reducing other ben-

efit programs to fund cancellation of the SBD-DIC offset. So the funding piece remains a challenge 

and more lobbying work may be required this year. Second, the revised SBD and DIC benefits will 

be provided in increments, on a schedule yet to be determined, between 2021 and 2023.  This means 

the full benefit restoral will not be completed until the end of 2023. Still, it’s a great start. We will 

keep you informed of progress as more details of the implementation plans become available in the 

coming months. As always, you will be able to influence this, and other, legislation by contacting 

your elected representatives via the MOAA Website at http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/.   

 

The tools provided by MOAA to assist us in contacting our elected officials are an important 

benefit of National membership. If you are not already a MOAA National Member, I urge you to 

consider it in order to obtain all the benefits and tools that help you participate in the organiza-

tion’s advocacy efforts. 

 

The North Carolina General Assembly is in recess until 14 January, so there is not much to re-

port there. Of note, Federal Courts have approved the most recent North Carolina Congressional 

District maps. This allows planning for the November elections to proceed on schedule. 

    
 

Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer 

 

2020 SENCLAND Chapter Dues 

 

January is the collection month for FY 2020.  

If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bell-

south.net, or 910-686-6905.   

 

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership 

dues. The annual dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in 

the State. Chapter dues pay for representational items at military and veteran functions, special 

events like our WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for 

luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina MOAA Council of Chapters, website 

maintenance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses.  

Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:   

 All members 90 years of age or older  

 New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a 

member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year. 

 

Donations 
Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach Program that provides support for local vet-

erans and military members and their families and/or Junior ROTC and Veterans Scholar-

ships. 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/
mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net


   

 

 

There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

 

On-Line: 

 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the 

menu on the left side of the home page. 

 

On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter Dues, the other is to 

make a Donation.  

 

Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts. 

 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at 

dgould321@yahoo.com or 910- 319-7021 

Mail in a Hard Copy: 

Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:   

 

 

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA 

                                                                                                P.O. Box 10015 

                                                                                                Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name: ____________________________________Address:_____________________________ 

                                                                                            _____________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________ 

Telephone number _________________                                             Dues       $__________ 

                                            Donation $__________ 

                                            Total       $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address. 

                 You may also bring the completed form and payment to the monthly luncheon  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sencland.org/


   

 

 

JROTC Scholarships & Leadership - Submitted by Lee Hanna, Leadership & Scholarship 

Chair 

 

Please consider getting your last-minute tax burden reduced by making a deductible donation to 

SENCLAND Chapter’s Scholarships and Outreach.  Our JROTC cadets and our veterans appre-

ciate your generosity.   We would like to recognize the following SENCLAND Chapter members 

who have donated to the scholarship/outreach programs since October: 

     

James Carper   Sandra Adams   Jerry Charest 

Barry Coyle   William Flynn   Robert Foley 

Bernadine Harrity  James Jackson   Paul Kane 

Leslie Petty   Ned Reilly   Sally Semmler 

Elizabeth Vernon  Hew Wolfe 

 

Please consider donation to these worthwhile projects now or after the beginning of the New 

Year.  We will start soliciting scholarship applications from JROTC units in January and are al-

ways accepting applications from veterans/military related organizations for outreach support.    

Our leadership presentations will start early in 2020.  I will be notifying JROTC units in Jan-

uary of our intent to support their awards programs.  These presentations give us a great chance 

to share our emphasis on life-long leadership with the JROTC cadets. 

 

 

Scholarship Report - Submitted by COL Chrissy Sanford, USA (ret), 2nd Vice President 

 

We ended a very successful 2019 presenting scholarships to selected Veteran students at UNC 

Wilmington, Cape Fear Community College, and Brunswick Community College in December. 

We awarded $8100 to these Veteran students which will help them attain their educational and 

professional goals.  Several of our MOAA members were present at the ceremonies as they 

handed out these well deserves awards.   

 

Please continue with your generous donations as we go into 2020.  If you're wondering what to 

get someone who "has everything" when it's gift-giving time, consider making a donation to the 

MOAA scholarship fund in their honor.   

 

Cape Fear Community College 12/5/19: 

 



   

 

 

From left to right: 

- Tara Fries: Marine Technology 

- Donte' Moss: Associate in Science 

- Jeremy Madden: Nursing Program  

- Lucas Sloan: Associate in Arts  

UNC Wilmington also on 12/5/19:  

 
 

UNCW student recipients Chris Harriss- Mathematics in middle picture and Robert Blount - His-

tory in the right hand picture. Not pictured are Adam Tresenrider- Earth & Ocean Science and 

Frank Blackwell -Nursing, We also received a very nice thank you note from Robert Blount: 

 



   

 

 

Brunswick Community College 12/4/19 

 
Awardees: Dessie Moore – Nursing/Allied Health, Ashley McLamb -Pre-Nursing, and Amanda 

McCrary- Medical Assisting. 

 

This was our third year presenting these scholarships to deserving Brunswick Community College 

(BCC) students. They were chosen by BCC faculty members and Mr. Paul Mills who recognized 

their outstanding scholastic achievements. Each recipient spoke to the attendees about their educa-

tional and professional goals and how instrumental financial awards are to help them achieve these 

goals”, notes MOAA spokeswoman, Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (R). Retired Veteran, BCC Instruc-

tor and QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) Co-Director, Paul S. Mills, Jr. says “I would like to thank 

the MOAA SENCLAND for helping support BCC’s veterans to meet their academic goals. The 

scholarships they have provided over the last three years are the perfect way to support veteran stu-

dents and show them that the community appreciates their service.” 

 

Our members have been more than generous with their donations that support area Veteran and 

JROTC students.  Each of you has helped change the lives of these motivated, stellar students. 

Thank you so much for always rising to the occasion to support our organization's mission.   

 



   

 

 

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by LtCol Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair  

 

Chapter members can justifiably take pride in the level of Outreach support we provided to vet-

erans in 2019. For the third consecutive year, grants totaled $2,000 each year. The December 

Sentinel contained a summary of organizations which received grants in 2019. In case you 

missed it, here it is again:  

• BRUNSWICK COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION - $140 

• CAPE FEAR COMMUNITY COLLEGE VETERANS CENTER - $630 

• CAPE FEAR PURPLE HEART FOUNDATION - $300 

• UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA WILMINGTON MILITARY AFFAIRS 

- $630 

• VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA & AMERICAN HONOR GUARDS OF 

NC (VIETNAM TRAVELING MEMORIAL WALL) - $300 

The chapter Board of Directors has established the 2020 Outreach budget at $1,800. Funding for 

the Outreach Program is only possible due to the generosity of our members, thank you. 

 

 

Enjoy Using Bluetooth and WI-FI? We Can Thank Hedy Lamarr - Submitted by Al 

Schroetel, Membership Chair 



   

 

 

At the beginning of World War II, Hedy Lamarr and composer George Antheil developed a radio 

guidance system for Allied torpedoes, intended to use frequency-hopping spread spectrum tech-

nology to defeat the threat of jamming by the Axis powers. Although the US Navy did not adopt 

the technology until the 1960s, various spread-spectrum techniques are incorporated into Blue-

tooth technology and are similar to methods used in legacy versions of Wi-Fi. Recognition of the 

value of this work resulted in the pair being inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 

2014.  

 

Take a look at this interesting four minute video that tells the story: 

 

https://biggeekdad.com/2012/04/hedy-lamarr-beauty-and-brains/ 

 

 

Wilmington History and the Battle of Midway, RADM Clarence E. Dickenson, Jr, USN 

 

 

 
The 12/1/19 Wilmington Star News (Print and On-line) has a great Op-Ed article by Wilber 

Jones, local historian, retired Captain, USN, and a former SENCLAND MOAA member.  

The article describes the heroism of then Navy Lieutenant Clarence E. Dickenson, Jr. at the Bat-

tle of Midway and other WWII battles as well as the gallantry of some other local WWII heroes. 

 

Navy dive bomber pilot Lieutenant Dickinson, helped sink the Japanese carrier Kaga on June 4 

during the Pacific War’s defining American victory. Dickinson graduated from New Hanover 

High School in 1932 and the Naval Academy in 1934. His heroic feats merited him the Navy 

Cross and ultimately, he was promoted to rear admiral. 

  

Here is a link to the story: https://www.starnewsonline.com/opinion/20191129/battle-of-midway-

warrior-back-in-wilmington----in-film 

  

If you haven't seen Midway yet, please consider doing so. It is a gripping account of this most 

important battle in the Pacific. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frequency-hopping_spread_spectrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_Navy
https://biggeekdad.com/2012/04/hedy-lamarr-beauty-and-brains/
https://www.starnewsonline.com/opinion/20191129/battle-of-midway-warrior-back-in-wilmington----in-film
https://www.starnewsonline.com/opinion/20191129/battle-of-midway-warrior-back-in-wilmington----in-film


   

 

 

Additional information about RADM Dickenson can be found via this link: 

 

https://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=SBVTime-

Line&type=Person&ID=557794 

 

 

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair  

 

We are pleased to report the following new SENCLAND Chapter member:  

 

Craig Vaughn, LCDR, USN (Ret.). Craig and Sue live in Wilmington 

 

We were saddened to learn that the following members passed away: 

 

CW4 William D. Coombes, Southport. 

COL Tom Cunningham. Wilmington.  He is survived by Mary Jane (M.J.) 

Barbara Healy, Waterville Maine 

 

We Love Luncheon Guests!  

 

The large number of members that attend each month's luncheon at the Bluewater (and at the Is-

land Way on Oak Island in May) is testimony to the enjoyment of the attendees and popularity of 

the venue, food and programs.  

 

The luncheons are also a great way to learn about the Chapter's Outreach and Scholarship pro-

grams and other activities, such as Legislative issues that affect military members and their fami-

lies and the Chapter's upcoming special events.  

 

Please continue to invite friends and neighbors that are current, former or retired military, Public 

Health or other Uniformed Service officers to a luncheon so that they can benefit from participa-

tion with the Chapter. Virtually all guests that attend a luncheon join the Chapter. 

  

Membership Rosters  

 

Several years ago the Chapter leadership decided to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from 

a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. There were two primary reasons for this; the cost of 

printing the membership rosters and mailing them to the Chapter's 250+ members and the fact 

that they were out of date almost as soon as they were printed. Since then, the membership ros-

ters have been available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. These rosters are updated 

every month so that they always have the most current list of members.  To ensure privacy the 

membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance ac-

cessing the roster please contact: 

 Ken Klassen at senclandchapter@gmail.com  or 910-616-9614   or 

 Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

https://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=SBVTimeLine&type=Person&ID=557794
https://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=SBVTimeLine&type=Person&ID=557794


   

 

 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) over the past few 

months, you have read coverage about many special events plus legislative updates.  There are 

numerous pieces in the News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage 

tabs for your review.  Also, numerous new members have joined and their contact info is availa-

ble in the roster that is available to members only.  If you need help logging onto the website for 

roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an 

affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated 

chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a 

part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of 

military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness 

on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and 

national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities 

and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide infor-

mation on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim 

to compete with established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what 

MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep 

you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other 

and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. 

Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, 

(turnerja@ec.rr.com) as you collect them. Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be 

considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can 

see a full listing of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this 

way provides a way to recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in 

the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, 

other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of 

SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com .  Please note, we have 

dropped our subscription rate from $200.00 for the first advertisement block to $150.00. As done 

previously, each subsequent block will receive a 10% discount. Cash sponsorships in excess of 

the cost of publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and 

veteran outreach activities, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. 

Consider inviting your neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking 

about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them 

know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 

 

http://www.sencland.org/
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com


   

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email  

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

 

January 2020 
 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

